
The concept master plan is based on BOMC 
Alternative 4 for conservation and low impact 
recreation for the total 7,354 acres of Badger and was 
presented to the BOMC planning and land use 
committee in late May for review.  Alt 4 concept plan 
is map driven, with the land itself and the Reuse 
Committee Report setting the direction. 
With the property open to the public for most of May, 
access to the land provided the planning team the 
opportunity to create maps based on actually walking 
the terminal moraine, evaluating the many view 
scapes, and experiencing the feel of the land itself. 
The Alliance then created natural vegetation, 
restoration, and low impact recreation maps along 
with supporting narrative, all inclusive of the total 
property.   

The Alliance is very clear the Alt 4 concept master 
plan is a work in progress, a starting point for further 
discussion. BOMC Planning and Land use Committee 
members expressed gratitude to the Alliance for 
taking this first step and were delighted to join in 
refining of the maps and narrative. 	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

 
For additional information:  TSPCA | PO Box 403  |  Baraboo WI  53913-0403  |  www.saukprairievision.org 

“Where is the map?” 
By: Gail Lamberty 

“Turn right.”  “No, turn left.”  “Not that way, this way.”  
“Where is the map?” 

Yes, where indeed is the map creating the future land 
uses at Badger? That map was created by the Badger 
Reuse Committee in 2001 and clearly gave the 
destination. 21 stake holders, Tribe, Federal, State 
and local parties defined what the Badger property 
should look like in the future. 

In 2013 when WDNR started the planning process for 
their 1700 acre portion of the property, three 
“conceptual” alternatives were presented to the public 
for review. The Badger Oversight and Management 
Commission (BOMC) Planning and Land Use 
Committee said, “we can do better” and created 
Alternative 4--Conservation and Low Impact 
Recreation. That 4th Alternative received support from 
BOMC, surrounding townships, municipalities and the 
general public. 

With DNR planning for only their portion of the 
property there is an obvious gap. Value 1 of the 
Reuse Committee Report says regardless of 
individual parcel ownership, treat the property as a 
whole.  

Tired of being reactive, with direction from the Alliance 
Board, Gail Lamberty, Rob Nurre , David Serafy-Cox 
and Dave Tremble along with assistance from Sheila 
Landsverk worked to develop Alternative 4 into a 
concept master plan for the entire property. The 
overarching goal is to be pro-active, and not simply 
reactive (good or bad) to DNR’s master planning.  

 

Summer 2014 

The Alternative 4 concept 
plan is presently under 
review by the Committee. 

In 2001 landowners and 
stakeholders agreed on 
the direction to go with 
Badger land use. We just 
need the maps to find the 
way. In 2014 the Alliance 
is still on the job!  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

Our Mission: 

The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance promotes 
conservation of the former Badger Army 
Ammunition Plant lands and the greater Sauk Prairie 
landscape through ecological restoration, 
education, research and recreation.  We provide 
opportunities for individual and partner 
organizations to pursue these activities guided by 
the values and goals of the Badger Reuse Plan. 
 

A goodbye… of sorts 
At this June’s Alliance Board meeting, Board 
President Dave Tremble stepped down from his 
position. As a thank you for his handwork and 
dedication, we’ve included some kind words and 
memories from Board members and friends in this 
summer’s newsletter. Don’t worry; Dave will still 
continue to be active with the Alliance as our 
representative on the Badger Oversight Management 
Committee! 

Replacing Dave as President, we’d like to welcome 
back former SPCA President, David Serafy-Cox as 
well as new VP Gail Lamberty and new Board 
members Jeb Barzen, Kate Braun and Patty 
Brooks…what a group! 

	  

Yes, I would like to support a sustainable future for 

the Badger lands and the greater Sauk Prairie 

landscape with my tax-deductible gift of $                                  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Please send me a poster. 

Members joining or renewing at the $50 level or higher may 
receive a poster of Victor Bakhtin’s painting, Sauk Prairie 
Remembered:  A Vision for the Future.  One per person, please.  
Please make checks payable to TSPCA.  Thank You! 

 
Name  ________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip  __________________________________ 

Phone  ________________________________________ 

Email  _________________________________________ 

	  

	  (On	  a	  GSA	  open	  meeting	  sponsored	  by	  CSWAB)	  “There	  
was	  no	  organized	  approach	  to	  anything.	  	  After	  the	  meeting	  
concluded…I	  happened	  to	  be	  next	  to	  Dave.	  Dave	  and	  I,	  who	  
hardly	  even	  knew	  each	  other	  and	  lived	  at	  opposite	  ends	  of	  
the	  county,	  decided	  to	  try	  to	  pull	  together	  a	  series	  of	  panels	  
that	  might	  help	  everyone	  share	  their	  interests	  and	  
thoughts.	  And	  as	  the	  saying	  goes-‐-‐-‐the	  rest	  is	  history.	  	  A	  
better	  person	  to	  represent	  us	  and	  the	  Earth	  on	  the	  BOMC	  
would	  be	  hard	  to	  find.	  	  We’ll	  be	  looking	  forward	  to	  future	  
activities	  and	  wish	  you	  the	  best	  of	  luck!!!”—Mary	  Yeakel	  
	  

	  “Dave	  Tremble	  is	  one	  of	  the	  great	  Badger	  heroes.	  	  His	  
quiet	  nature	  and	  patient	  presence	  conceal	  a	  sharp	  mind	  
and	  a	  very	  wise	  perspective	  that	  have	  saved	  the	  Badger	  
bacon	  many	  times	  over.	  He	  has	  the	  ability	  to	  harness	  the	  
sometimes	  fractured	  energy	  of	  the	  Alliance	  and	  channel	  
it	  into	  effective	  action	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  future	  of	  the	  land	  
and	  all	  the	  lives	  upon	  it.	  	  He	  has	  reached	  out	  and	  touched	  
the	  future	  with	  gentle	  hands	  and	  he	  will	  be	  deserving	  of	  
thanks	  for	  many	  generations	  to	  come.”	  –Mimi	  Wuest	  
	  
	  

	  “Being	  new	  to	  the	  organization	  this	  year,	  Dave	  made	  me	  

feel	  extremely	  comfortable	  with	  asking	  questions	  and	  
confident	  in	  my	  addition	  to	  the	  Alliance	  team.	  Despite	  the	  

busy	  life	  of	  a	  President,	  Dave	  created	  a	  very	  welcoming	  
environment	  for	  me,	  one	  a	  greatly	  appreciate.	  Thanks	  
Dave!”—Kaity	  Taylor	  

	  

Dave	  Tremble	  with	  

new	  Alliance	  Vice	  
President,	  Gail	  

Lamberty	  at	  this	  
January’s	  Eagle	  
Days	  telling	  the	  

community	  
“What’s	  up	  with	  
Badger?”	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

Mapping a Future For Badger 
through Apples 
By Curt Meine 

When the U.S. government established the Badger 
Army Ammunition Plant in early 1942, it took 
possession of 80 farmsteads on the Sauk Prairie. This 
Spring volunteers documented a rare surviving piece 
of these farmers’ legacy: a number of historic apple 
trees, all of them more than 70 years old. Until now, 
we knew very little about these poignant reminders of 
the lives lived and the history made pre WWII.  

Thanks to the dedicated work of our “Badger Apple 
Corps” volunteers this May, we now know how many 
trees, where, and of what variety they are. As the 
trees bloomed, volunteers allocated around 150 hours 
to locate, mark, describe, and take GPS coordinates 
for 147 trees. (There may be several dozen more 
trees inside Badger and on adjacent neighbors’ 
lands.)  

	  

Kate Braun, a master’s student in the UW-Madison 
Department of Landscape Architecture, and newly 
elected Alliance Board member has taken on the apple 
project for her thesis work. In addition to putting in many 
hours in the field, Kate was able to coordinate the GPS 
data and produce the first distribution map of the trees 
seen to the left. We’ll now be able to map the trees 
against the historic farmsteads of Badger and the 
footprint of the current landowners. We’ve shared the 
map with the Diary Forage Research Center, the Ho-
Chunk Nation, the DNR, and the Bluffview Sanitary 
District.  

The Alliance board has formally voted to sponsor the 
apple project, and also accepted a special donation of 
funds to help support the work.  A proposal to pursue 
the project has also been approved by the land use 
committee of the Badger Oversight and Management 
Commission. 

Work on the apples of Badger is only beginning. In the 
months ahead we have some next steps we hope to 
take. Although the trees are harder to see and locate 
now, that work can continue. We hope to return to the 
trees to gather more information about their status and 
monitor their fruit production, begin to develop some 
tree care priorities and protocols and indentify the 
varieties with the help of experts. Stay tuned for a 
possible event this fall specifically dedicated to Badger’s 
apples. 

The apple trees of Badger are living connections to the 
pre-war farming community of Sauk Prairie. As the trees 
are cared for again, they can help to create a new 
chapter in the story of the Sauk Prairie. The Alliance 
thanks the Badger landowners for allowing access to 
the Badger Apple Corps. We also welcome others who 
are interested in this work to become involved. For 
more information on the project, and how you can 
participate, contact Kate Braun at 
katherinelbraun@gmail.com or Curt Meine at 
curtmeine@gmail.com.  

  

Above:	  Map	  of	  located	  apple	  trees	  in	  Badger.	  Note	  
how	  they	  span	  across	  all	  three	  properties.	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 
NON-PROFIT 

Baraboo, WI 53913 

	  

	  
	  

Prairie Remnants… 

Work for an eco-friendly company? Looking for a way to 
supplement your work environment by giving back to 
the community? Contact info@saukprairievision.org 
today to sign your business up for a volunteer 
workday on our Hillside Prairie! 

Badger is having its first ever Photography Contest! 
Winning photos will capture the landscape, people 
enjoying, and people stewarding the Badger lands. 
Deadline for submission is November 2014. Please 
submit photos to info@suakprairievision.org  

Mark your calendar now for the Volunteer 
Appreciation Banquet Saturday November 22nd at the 
River Arts Center in Sauk Prairie from 12noon-2pm. We 
want to say THANKS to you the volunteer! 
 
We acknowledge and thank our 2014 Visionary Sponsors… 
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2014 Volunteer Restoration 

The Volunteers are in the midst of this year’s workday 
schedule and need YOUR HELP to keep up the great 
work. Workdays are every second Saturday of the 
month, weather permitting, at the Hillside Prairie off of 
Hwy 78.  Mark your calendars, 9am until noon: 

• Saturday, August 9 
• Saturday, September 13 
• Saturday, October 11  
• Saturday, November 8 
• Saturday, Nov 22 12-2 Volunteer Appreciation 

Banquet at the River Arts Center. 
 
 
RSVP to workdays@saukprairievision.org for more 
details/directions!  A full calendar of Alliance and  
Badger related events is listed on our website at: 
www.saukprairievision.org/newsroom.    
   

	  

	  

	   	  

	  	  

	  


