
WE ARE 
SAUK PRAIRIE

A SERIES OF PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
& TOURS ABOUT THE SAUK PRAIRIE AREA
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Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
presents this program series 

with generous fi nancial support from

OUR MISSION: 
Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance 
promotes cooperative conservation 

on the Badger lands and in the 
surrounding Sauk Prairie landscape.

saukprairievision.org

FALL VOLUNTEER 
WORK DAY CALENDAR

Saturday, September 24  
Co-hosted by the Alliance and our outdoor 
partner REI to celebrate National Public 

Lands Day. Pizza Party to follow. 
Please RSVP to info@saukprairievision.org

Saturday, October 8
Saturday, November 12

All volunteer work days begin 
at 9:00am and last until noon. Meet at 

the main gate to Badger on Highway 12, 
across from the Citgo Station.
See our website for details.



The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance is grateful to  
Alliant Eneregy Foundation 
for supporting this 2016-
2017 program and tour 
series, “We Are Sauk Prairie.”

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2016   
6:45pm, Room B24, West Square Building  

(505 Broadway), Baraboo (Refreshments at 6:30)

Birds of the Badger Army Ammunition Plant: Lessons 
in History and Stewardship 
Mike Mossman, retired ornithologist, WDNR Science 
Services

Badger’s rich grassland birdlife is a fortuitous but unin-
tended legacy of human activities, and presents chal-
lenges as we set new directions for the site’s manage-
ment. Mike will share an overview of his 20-year history 
of bird surveys at Badger with a look to the future of bird 
populations on the 7,400-acre site. Understanding the 
interplay of human and natural history is essential to the 
future of these birds, and us.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2016  
Sauk Prairie Ecology: Past, Present...and Future?  
Dr. Alison Duff, ecologist, Fire Science Consortium & 
Healthy Grown Potato Program

Join us as we discuss the plants, animals, and condi-
tions that shaped the historic 14,000-acre Sauk Prairie, 
and how our understanding of prairie and savanna ecol-
ogy can inform future management and conservation 
within the former Badger lands.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2016
Conserving the Apple Trees of Badger:   
Update and Next Steps 
Dr. Curt Meine, Senior Fellow, Aldo Leopold  
Foundation, and founding member of the Sauk  
Prairie Conservation Alliance

More than 175 apple tree have been located on the 
lands of the former Badger Army Ammunition Plant, 
many of them predating the construction of the plant 
in 1942. Curt will provide an update on what we have 
learned about these trees and discuss next steps in 
working with the Badger landowners to conserve them.    

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016  
The Badger Lands Revisited  
Michael Goc, historian and author, “Powder, People 
and Place, Badger Ordnance Works and the Sauk 
Prairie”  (2002)

Fourteen years after the publication of his award-win-
ning book, Powder, People and Place, Michael Goc 
will recount highlights from the story and reflect on the 
continuing relevance of Badger history today.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2017
Trees are the Answer: Understanding Fire History  
on the Sauk Prairie and on Wisconsin Prairies and 
Savannas
Jed Meunier, ecologist, Wisconsin Department of Natu-
ral Resources, Science Services. 

Our limited understanding of the history of fire and its im-
pact on our landscapes comes from the few records we 
have from European settlement accounts and primarily 
from General Land Office survey records. By studying 
tree ring records and fire scars on extant trees and 
stumps, we can begin to piece together the fire history of 
a landscape. This talk will explain the process for unrav-
eling the fire history of an area and shed some light on 
the importance and frequency of fire in Sauk County and 
elsewhere in Wisconsin. The knowledge we gain from 
past fires will inform how we manage landscapes depen-
dent upon fire as a disturbance factor into the future.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2017
Lessons Learned While Planting Prairie at  
Nachusa Grasslands 
Bill Kleiman, Project Director, Nachusa Grasslands
The Nature Conservancy, Illinois Chapter

The 3,500-acre Nachusa Grasslands preserve in Illinois, 
owned and managed by The Nature Conservancy, con-
sists of large remnant prairie, woodlands, and wetlands 
being reconnected through habitat restoration to create 
one of the largest and most biologically diverse grass-
lands in Illinois. Nachusa can be a model for the prairie 
restoration efforts slated for the former Badger Plant on 
the original Sauk Prairie. Come hear about the import-
ant lessons learned from the long-time director of the 
Nachusa restoration effort.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2016
1:00pm – 4:30pm Meet at the main gate to  

Badger on Highway 12 (across from Citgo Station)   

Inside the Fence: A Visit to Historical  
and Ecological Landmarks at Badger 
Leaders:  Mike Mossman, Randy Poelma (Ho-Chunk 
Nation property manager) Guests: Verlyn Mueller, 
Alison Duff, Cherrie Nolden

Join local experts in the history and landscape at the 
former Badger Army Plant on a bus tour of the Badger 
property, visiting little known historical and ecological 
points of interest. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2016  
1:00pm – 4:00pm  Meet at the main gate to  

Badger on Highway 12 (across from Citgo Station)   

Geologic History of the Sauk Prairie  
Recreation Area 
Leader: Philip Fauble, Wisconsin DNR Hydrogeologist

Come learn about the long and varied geologic history 
of the Sauk Prairie Recreation Area, from the origins of 
the 1.7 billion year-old Baraboo Quartzite, to the glacial 
features of the Johnstown Moraine and everything 
in between. Join us for a look at the unique geologic 
features of this newest state recreation area.

PROGRAMS TOURS

TOUR NOTES:  
Space on a school bus is limited to 35  
participants;   
$10/person, children under 15 free.    
RSVP to: info@saukprairievision.org  
to reserve your spot(s)!

PROGRAM NOTES:  
With the exception of September, all programs will 
be on the third Thursday of each month and will 
begin at 6:45pm in the Ruth Culver Community 
Library in Prairie du Sac (540 Water Street).   
Refreshments will be available at 6:30pm.


