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The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
Creating a Conservation Future for the Badger Lands

CONNECTING to COMMUNITY:CONNECTING to COMMUNITY:
Year of Outreach

This summer the Alliance provided an extensive tour of Badger to a 
diverse group of visiting professionals from 19 different countries in 
Africa. They were interested in the historic displacement of Native 
Americans, the transformation of the former Badger Plant into a 
green space, issues with soil and groundwater contamination at 
Badger, and the current focus on ecological restoration.

ABOVE 
Curt Meine (far right), historian, conservation biologist 
and Alliance founder, and Nancy Frost (fourth from 
right), wildlife biologist with Wisconsin DNR, introduce 
a student tour group to the Hillside Prairie, a small rem-
nant of the original Sauk Prairie on the Badger Lands. 

RIGHT 
Bill Quackenbush, Manager of Cultural Resources for 
the Ho-Chunk Nation, provides a University of Wiscon-
sin tour group with the Ho-Chunk historical perspective 
and future plans at Badger.

The Alliance Board of Directors established 2019 as the “Year of Outreach,” and we have worked 
hard to connect people from throughout the region to the land and cultural history of the Badger 
Lands. To date, we have conducted over 20 tours at Badger and given 15 presentations in the 
community. We have already touched almost 1200 people this year, and many more programs, 
tours and presentations are scheduled!
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To Bluffview, Maple Park,  
& Across the Road! 
by Lisa Hartman, Mike Mossman, and Angus Mossman
Bending over, the Costa Rican woman lifted from 
the Badger Lands’ roadside quite a different bou-
quet than the rest of us might have chosen. It 
was refreshing to see that plants we continually 
pull, poison and curse could be viewed in a more 
honorable way. “¡Deliciosa!” she exclaimed, 
tasting Garlic Mustard. Into her grasp went last 
year’s dried Spotted Knapweed, “¡Muy intere-
sante!”  This was far beyond our hopes. Why?

After leading countless field trips to the Badger 
Lands over the years, we realized that residents 
from Bluffview and Maple Park, the communities 
right across the highway from the former ammu-
nition plant, have never attended any. Bluffview 
village evolved from a progressive community 
built for workers at Badger Ordnance Works 
(BOW) and their families, complete with commu-
nity center, pre-school, grade school, and 24-hr 
day-care and health care. It currently houses 
about 750 people, many of them low-income, 
and many Spanish-speaking.

Surely, we thought, these folks would like to 
learn about the rich history of their community 
and the former ammunition plant and be encour-
aged to explore and enjoy the 3,400-acre Sauk 
Prairie Recreation Area. Even after the plant’s 
demolition, Badger was known by some resi-
dents as “the place of explosions,” or “the place 
where the cop sits” …not welcoming, especially 
to immigrants. We wanted to change that per-
ception of Badger.

This past spring, we developed a project that 
offered two evening presentations at Bluffview’s 
Center of Hope and two field trips. In order to 
accommodate Spanish speakers, we contracted 
Maple Park resident Lidia Silva to translate.

The first pair of presentations included a lecture 
by Michael Goc on the history of Bluffview Vil-
lage followed a few days later by a walking field 
trip around the Village, led by Michael and Mike 
Mossman. We offered an historic perspective by 
sharing wartime photographs at common sites. 
One resident graciously invited us inside his 
apartment, which had been one of the original 
BOW barracks. It was enlightening to see how 
the original rooms had been combined and 
modified into a modern apartment. At Delaney’s 

Continued on page 4

BELOW
Badger historian and author 
Michael Goc gives a pre-
sentation to the Bluffview 
Village community. 

BOTTOM
Bluffview residents tour 
Badger property.
PHOTOS: Mike Mossman
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Twenty years ago, biologist Mike 
Mossman, while conducting surveys of 
grassland birds at what was then the 
Badger Army Ammunition Plant, discov-
ered extant apple trees growing on what 
were former Sauk Prairie homesteads. 
Many were old trees that, unlike the 
farmhouses and barns torn down by the 
Army in 1942, survived World War II!  
Years later, Mike and Alliance founder 
Curt Meine, working with the Badger 
landowners and volunteers, relocated 
many of the apple trees and also found 
many more. The “Badger Apple Corps” 
project was born.

Over the past three years, living tissue 
from those old—and often seriously 
deteriorating— trees has been carefully 
collected and grafted by Alliance volun-
teers onto generic apple tree rootstock. 
Carefully managed, those “graftees” are 
genetically identical to the parent tree, 
thereby preserving the historic variet-
ies once dotting the Sauk Prairie. The 
USDA Dairy Forage Research Center 
has generously donated a plot of land to 
establish the tree nursery. Professional 
guidance on grafting, planting, and tree 
management has been offered by Dan 
Bussey, the foremost authority on his-
toric apple varieties in the country. 

This year we planted 148 new “graft-
ees” into the nursery, representing 
25 source trees. Of those, half were 
successful, representing 22 source 
trees. Our current 3-year total is 248 
successfully grafted trees, representing 
75 source trees and 23 different farm-
steads. Our goal is to eventually use 
these grafted trees to create a memorial 
apple orchard honoring the farm families 
that lost their farmsteads in 1942.

 One of the former Sauk Prairie farm-
ers that lost his family farm was Roy 
Kindschi. His grandson, Dennis Kindschi, 
along with his children and grandchil-
dren, has been joining us for grafting 
workshops and plantings in the nursery. 
This is his personal perspective on the 
Apple Corps project. 

The Badger  
Apple Corps  
Project links our 
family’s history  
to the future
By Dennis Kindschi

My grandfather, Roy Kindschi, and 
his three brothers were the fourth 
generation to farm the Sauk Prairie 
land. In 1942 three of them lost 
their farms for the construction of 
the Badger Ammunition Plant. 

This historic event on the Sauk 
Prairie represented far more than 
people losing their land. It was a 
total loss of community and the 
shattering of lives, families, relation-
ships and traditions.

While I was not born on the Sauk 
Prairie, the many trips to the area 
with my father and grandfather and 
their stories over the years have 
instilled in me a deep attachment to 
the area.

Over the past 20 years, I have fol-
lowed with great interest the prog-
ress in removing the Army Plant and 
the healing of this special place. 

So, when Curt Meine explained 
the Badger Apple Corps project to 
me, I promptly asked my sons and 
eventually five of my grandchildren 
to get involved. Together, my family 
has learned how to graft, plant, and 
hopefully preserve some of the 
heritage apple trees that pre-dated 
the construction of Badger.

BADGER APPLE CORPS 
Connecting Generations

Continued on next page.

Dennis Kindschi in Baxter’s Hollow

A new “graftee” freshly planted into the apple 
nursery on Dairy Forage Research Center land 
this summer. PHOTO: Kathy Kelter
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surplus store, longtime owner Jim told 
stories from his childhood in the war-
time village. At adjoining Dr. Evermor’s 
art park we explored the remains of 
the former school and the barely visible 
sprinklers, left over from the days when 
war-era kids cooled themselves off. 
Dr. Evermor’s jaw-dropping fantastical 
beasts and giant Forevertron and a chat 
with gracious Lady Evermor rounded out 
the tour. 

Later, Mike Mossman offered a lecture 
on the history, wildlife, and recreation-

al opportunities at the former Badger 
Army Ammunition Plant, followed by 
a field trip to the property. On the tour 
we heard from Mike, archivist Verlyn 
Mueller, historian Curt Meine, Ho-Chunk 
Nation’s Randy Poelma and Dairy Forage 
Research Center’s Alison Duff. The tour 
mimicked other SPCA field trips, but 
with Lidia seamlessly translating into 
Spanish the explanation of the area’s 
geology, ammunition manufacturing, 
Ho-Chunk Nation and European set-
tlement history, ecological restoration 
and dairy forage research. We lingered 
in the Pioneer Cemetery, among the 
graves of families uprooted in 1942, as 

the Ho-Chunk had been in 1837. One 
woman welled up with memories of her 
own torn past in Columbia. The long, 
multi-colored thread of displacement 
that runs through human history is still 
being woven into the fabric of our com-
munity.

We are very grateful to all who attended 
these programs, to Lidia and to Pas-
tor Regi Licht for use of the Center of 
Hope and his 15-passenger van. Going 
forward? We hope to reach more people 
from these villages and continue offer-
ing them other experiential opportuni-
ties. After all, the Badger Lands are only 
four lanes away from them.

The day that I was honored to plant the first 
grafted tree into the new apple nursery, located 
on what was my grandfather’s farm, gave me 
an inexpressible and overwhelming feeling. 
This was the first time in my life that I had been 
allowed to stand on the land that was owned by 
my grandfather and where my father grew up.

Now after three years of grafting and planting 
with the help of a lot of other volunteers, we 
have not only accomplished the first part of pre-
serving these heritage trees. In our family, we 
are also preserving the inclusion of the Kindschi 
presence on the Sauk Prairie. Because of the ap-
ple project, the 6th, 7th and 8th generations of 
Kindschis have had the honor to get their hands 
dirty with the soil of the Sauk Prairie.

It is my hope that my children and grandchildren 
will return in the years to come and share the 
memories of prior generations with those still 
unborn.

To Bluffview… 
Continued from page 2 

TOP LEFT & RIGHT: Alliance volunteers, including three 
generations of the Dennis Kindschi family, assisted 
with planting grafted trees into the nursery at Badger. 
PHOTO: Curt Meine

BOTTOM LEFT: Dan Bussey, right, and Curt Meine 
complete an inventory of successfully grafted trees in 
the 2019 nursery planting.  
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2019GRANTS TO 
 THE ALLIANCE

TOURS & PROGRAMS
Public Tour of Badger 
Thursday, September 26, 5:30pm to 8:00pm.
The tour is conducted by several Alliance tour 
leaders. There are still seats available. Tours are 
on a school bus and begin and end at the Bad-
ger History Museum at the entrance to Badger 
on Hwy. 12, across from the Citgo Station. 
Each tour will last approximately 2 1/2 hours. 
Snacks and refreshments will be provided.
  
Note: Seat reservations are on a “first come-first 
served” basis. 

Tour cost: $15/person for members and up to 
four guests, $25/person for non-members (fee 
includes a one-year guest membership). Chil-
dren 16 and under free. 

Reservations and payment in advance required. 
Please visit our website (SaukPrairieVision.org) for 
details and a sign-up sheet. Sorry, no refunds if 
you can’t make it on a tour you signed up for. 

“We Are Sauk Prairie” Program Series 
This fall marks our fourth season of our lecture series, and we have a 
great group of presentations and lectures lined up for you. Here is a 
“sneak peek” of our fall programs. All programs are on Thursday nights 
from 6:30pm to 8:00pm, and are conducted in the Ruth Culver Commu-
nity Library in Prairie du Sac, 540 Water Street.

19 September 
The Apple Trees of 
Badger: A Project 
Update  by Curt Meine, 
founder of Sauk Prairie 
Conservation Alliance 
and coordinator, Badger 
Apple Corps Project. 

17 October 
Breeding Birds of Mide-
win National Tallgrass 
Prairie: Illinois’ Largest 
Grassland by Jim Herk-
ert, Executive Director of 
Illinois Audubon Society

21 November 
Sleeping by the River’s 
Whisper: The Archae-
ology of 12,000 years 
of Human Presence 
in Sauk County by Dr. 
George Christiansen III, 
Senior Lecturer of An-
thropology and Archae-
ology at the University 
of Wisconsin—Platteville 
Baraboo/Sauk County 
and Director of the 
Center for Wisconsin 
Archaeology

12 December 
How the Kickapoo  
Valley Reserve Came 
to Be by Marcy West, 
Executive Director,  
Kickapoo Valley Reserve.

The Alliance has received two separate 
grants from Sauk County this year. One of 
the grants supports updating, completing 
and distributing DVDs of our 2018 video 
documentary, “Restoring Sauk Prairie: A 
Story of Hope and Healing.”  The DVDs will 
be distributed free to schools, libraries and 
historical societies. 

We also received a “Good Idea” grant from 
Sauk County in support of the Bluffview 
outreach program described elsewhere in 
this newsletter.

These two projects are supported in part by 
a grant from the Sauk County UW-Exten-
sion, Arts and Culture Committee, Wiscon-
sin Arts Board, with funds from the State of 
Wisconsin and the National Endowment for 
the Arts.

We are pleased to announce  
that we have received four 
grants in support of our programs 
this year. We are grateful to  
the following grantors for their  
generous financial support.

Alliant Energy Foundation continues to serve as the corpo-
rate sponsor of our monthly “We Are Sauk Prairie” lecture 
series, as they have for the past three years. 

REI Co-Op (Madison) has provide the Alliance with a grant this summer to cover the cost 
of design, fabrication and installation of three interpretive signs along the Great Sauk State 
Trail at Badger. Our director, Charlie Luthin, has served as a volunteer on the trail sign com-
mittee for the past year. Ten interpretive signs will be installed along the Trail this fall. 

ou are entering the Badger Lands, site of 
the former Badger Army Ammunition Plant 

that dominated this landscape for 70 years                   
following its construction in 1942. When the 
U.S. Army announced the decommissioning of 
the plant in 1997, citizens of the area united 
around a reuse vision for the property.                  
This 7,400-acre green space was subsequently 
set aside for agricultural research, a water     
treatment facility, Native American Trust lands 
and state-owned public land.

This Great Sauk State Trail interpretive sign is supported by 
funds from REI Co-Op (Madison) through a grant to the 
Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance.

Welcome to 
          THE BADGER LANDS

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(3,385 acres) The Sauk Prairie State Recreation 
Area is part of the Wisconsin State Park system. 
The property has designated areas for hiking, 
biking, hunting and horseback riding. The majority 
of state land at Badger is being restored to native 
grassland, savanna, and wetland habitat.
 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Dairy Forage Research Center (2,200 acres)       
The Center’s scientists take a multidisciplinary and 
integrated approach to research on its farm and 
dairy herd that includes study of soil, forage crops, 
forage management, ruminant nutrition, manure 
management, and environmental sustainability.
 
Blu�view Sanitary District (164 acres) The          
District provides safe drinking water and the           
required sanitary sewer services for the adjacent 
Blu�view community. 
 
Ho-Chunk Nation (1,553 acres) This area was 
transferred to the Ho-Chunk Nation as Tribal 
Trust Property from the federal government in 
2014. The Ho-Chunk refer to this area as Mąą 
Wákącąk, pronounced “maa-wah-kahn-chunk,” 
meaning Sacred Earth. The Ho-Chunk Nation is 
actively managing and restoring the land to 
native prairie grassland and savanna. 

BLUFFVIEW 
SANITARY 
DISTRICT 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Only Department of Natural Resources (DNR) lands are 
open to the public.  Please stay on the trail while passing 
through other properties.

Owners of the Badger Lands include:

GreatSaukStateTrail.org
Graphics created by Joe Fleischmann

Photo Credit: Skillet Creek Media
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ABOVE
This photo of a DNR burn 
in April from an ultralight 
aircraft provides a unique 
landscape perspective.  
PHOTO: Richard Steeves

LEFT
The various landowners at 
Badger continue to aggres-
sively manage invasive 
shrubs with the use of 
prescribed fire and mechani-
cal brush removal. Here, the 
DNR fire crew assembles in 
April to conduct a pre-
scribed burn on state land at 
Badger. 

RIGHT
A new banner for the 
Hillside Prairie, supported in 
part by a donation from Alli-
ance member Gail Lamberty, 
was put in place during a 
recent work day. 

BADGER RESTORATION
UPDATE
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LEFT & BELOW
Alliance volunteers evaluate 
ATV damage on the Hillside 
Prairie, a rare remnant of 
the original Sauk Prairie. 
ATVs and off-road motorcy-
cles are not allowed off the 
public roads at Badger. 

BOTTOM RIGHT
Loyal Alliance volunteers 
Tom Pier (left) and David 
Serafy-Cox removing inva-
sive weeds from the Hillside 
Prairie

LEFT  CENTER 
These invasive plants from 
the Hillside Prairie now 
rest in the Lodi Community 
Compost site to become 
fodder for earthworms. 
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Yes, I support the Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance’s vision 
to create a conservation future for the former 7,400-acre 
Badger lands!  My contribution is enclosed.  
You may also gift online at saukprairievision.org.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Email      Phone

 

,

     
$25

$50

$200

$500
$1,000
Other_______________________

Please send me a poster
I would like a limited edition, 
signed & numbered print 

$100  

Giving Categories:

Ways to
Support 
the 
Alliance

{
• Be certain your membership is current!
• Make a special donation in honor or in memory of someone you care for
• Over 70 ½ years of age? You can make a direct tax-free donation to the 

Alliance from an IRA account!
• Include the Alliance in your estate plan
• Name the Alliance as a beneficiary to a life insurance policy
• Live in the Sauk City area? Consider volunteering for us!

For donations at or above the $50 level, you can  
receive a poster of the painting, “Sauk Prairie  
Remembers. A Vision for the Future” by Victor Bahktin. 

For a gift of $100 or more, you may request a high 
quality, limited edition signed and numbered print of 
the painting (value of $150!).

MAIL YOUR DONATION TO:
Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
PO Box 403
Baraboo, WI  53913


