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Sauk Prairie Students
Collect Prairie Seeds
for “Day of Service”
A group of over 30 Sauk Prairie High
School students braved the cold and
blustery winds for several hours on
Wednesday October 16th to help
collect native prairie seeds from
the restored Kindschi Prairie along
Highway 12 north of Sauk City. The
students and several faculty from
the high school were participating in
the school’s “Day of Service.” Other
student groups helped with prairie
restoration (Moely Prairie), Hwy 12
roadside cleanup, cemetery clean-up
(Merrimac) and other useful service
projects throughout the area.
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The students collected numerous grocery bags
full of rare prairie seeds. Their “treasure” included wildflower species like Stiff Goldenrod,
Showy Goldenrod, Rattlesnake Master, New
England Aster, Culver’s Root, Tall Sunflower and
two native grasses (Big Bluestem and Indiangrass). The seed will be used for prairie restoration on the Badger Lands.

The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance | saukprairievision.org

Sources of seed of native prairie plants are now
very scarce. Once found along roadsides and
railroad tracks, the efficiency of highway and rail
crews cleaning and clearing their right-of-ways
over the decades has all-but-eliminated native
plants. More and more as time goes by, seed
sources are reduced to the several tiny extant
prairie remnants scattered throughout the county and restored prairies like this roadside planting at the historical marker along Highway 12.
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First Indigenous Peoples Day
Celebrated at Badger

This year, Governor Tony Evers declared the second Monday of October (historically recognized
as Columbus Day) as Indigenous Peoples Day. To
celebrate the occasion, the Alliance worked with
members and staff of the Ho-Chunk Nation to
coordinate a special volunteer stewardship day in
mid-October on Ho-Chunk land (“Sacred Earth”)
at Badger. On a very chilly Saturday morning, 15
volunteers helped collect prairie seeds from the
Dave Fordham Prairie along Highway 12, now on
Ho-Chunk land. The seed will be used to restore
prairie on Ho-Chunk Sacred Earth land at Badger.
Kristin White-Eagle, legislator from the Ho-Chunk Nation, welcomes volunteers
to the Indigenous Peoples Day event at Badger.
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Alliance Wins “Best of Fest” and
“Fans’ Favorite” Awards for
Badger Documentary
Kurt Wenger of Drop
Frame Productions accepts
the “Best of Fest” award
for their production, “Restoring the Sauk Prairie”
at the Conserve Sauk Film
Festival on November 9th.
Joining him on stage are
(l to r) Joan Fordham (Alliance Treasurer/Secretary),
Jeff Elsoffer (Drop Frame
Productions), Kurt Wenger,
Charlie Luthin, Mike Mossman and Curt Meine.

The first-ever Conserve Sauk Film Festival was
planned in early 2019 as a regional film competition. Hundreds of films were submitted (some
of which were not pertinent to the topic!). The
Alliance submitted its two documentaries from
2018, “Restoring the Sauk Prairie,” a 27-minute film about the transformation of the Badger
Plant into a green space, and “Of Connection
and Renewal: The Historic Apple Trees of the
Badger Army Plant,” a 9-minute film about
the old apple trees at Badger and the efforts to
preserve them. “Restoring the Sauk Prairie” won
Best of Fest and “Of Connection and Renewal”
won Best Production and Cinematography. We
were pleasantly surprised that “Restoring” also
won the “Fans’ Favorite” award for the festival,
determined by a vote of over 230 festival participants.
The festival ran over an entire afternoon on
Saturday, November 9th at the UW-Baraboo
campus. A total of 22 films were shown, and the
two Alliance films were shown three times each.
The award ceremony followed the showings. We
are indebted to Kurt Wenger and Jeff Elsoffer
from Drop Frame Productions (Prairie du Sac)
for their excellent job on the “Restoring Sauk
Prairie” documentary, and to Anders Gurda for
his creative cinematography with the
apple video.

We are in the final
stages of updating
our documentary,
“Restoring the
Sauk Prairie.”
We’ve interviewed
four more individuals and will include
a new segment
on the Great Sauk
State Trail. By the
end of 2019, we’ll
have a final version
of the video available. We still seek
$9,000 to cover

all previous and
recent expenses
tied to this fantastic documentary,
including the cost
of reproducing the
film onto DVDs and
distributing it widely
and free of charge
to libraries, schools
and historical
societies. Please
consider making a
targeted donation
in support of the
video. All donations

to the film greater
than $200 received
prior to December 15th will be
acknowledged in
the final video and
will receive a free
copy of the DVD.
Larger donations
will be given special
recognition. Please
contact Charlie
(608.358.7120)
for details.
THANK YOU!
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In October, 10 handsome and durable interpretive signs were installed along the 5-mile
section of the Great Sauk State Trail that runs
through Badger. This section of trail and signs
complements the 6-mile section finished in
2017 between Sauk City and the southern
boundary of Badger. The signs were developed by a team of volunteers from the area,
including four from the Alliance. The effort was
coordinated by Jenny Erickson from UW-Extension in Baraboo and Lindsey Giese from
Friends of the Great Sauk Trail. Funding for
the signs was provided by Sauk County and a
grant to the Alliance by REI Co-Op (Madison).

Welcome to

THE BADGER LANDS

ou are entering the Badger Lands, site of
the former Badger Army Ammunition Plant
that dominated this landscape for 70 years
following its construction in 1942. When the
U.S. Army announced the decommissioning of
the plant in 1997, citizens of the area united
around a reuse vision for the property.
This 7,400-acre green space was subsequently
set aside for agricultural research, a water
treatment facility, Native American Trust lands
and state-owned public land.

PLEASE NOTE:

Only Department of Natural Resources (DNR) lands are
open to the public. Please stay on the trail while passing
through other properties.
The Great Sauk State Trail
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United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Dairy Forage Research Center (2,200 acres)
The Center’s scientists take a multidisciplinary and
integrated approach to research on its farm and
dairy herd that includes study of soil, forage crops,
forage management, ruminant nutrition, manure
management, and environmental sustainability.
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Owners of the Badger Lands include:
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(3,385 acres) The Sauk Prairie State Recreation
Area is part of the Wisconsin State Park system.
The property has designated areas for hiking,
biking, hunting and horseback riding. The majority
of state land at Badger is being restored to native
grassland, savanna, and wetland habitat.
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Bluffview Sanitary District (164 acres) The
District provides safe drinking water and the
required sanitary sewer services for the adjacent
Bluffview community.
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Ho-Chunk Nation (1,553 acres) This area was
transferred to the Ho-Chunk Nation as Tribal
Trust Property from the federal government in
2014. The Ho-Chunk refer to this area as Mąą
Wákącąk, pronounced “maa-wah-kahn-chunk,”
meaning Sacred Earth. The Ho-Chunk Nation is
actively managing and restoring the land to
native prairie grassland and savanna.
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This Great Sauk State Trail interpretive sign is supported by
funds from REI Co-Op (Madison) through a grant to the
Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance.

GreatSaukStateTrail.org
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Charlie’s Corner
Our successful “Year
of Outreach” has
touched over 1,700
people through 30
tours, 31 presentations, 9 monthly
programs and 14
volunteer events in
2019. Wow! And
the opportunities to
connect with citizens
throughout the region
continue well into
2020 as the calendar
fills with tour and presentation requests.
By Charlie Luthin,
Executive Director

As you’ll read elsewhere in this newsletter, we are truly

disappointed that
we couldn’t reach an
agreement with DNR
on modifications to the
Master Plan for the
Sauk Prairie Recreation
Area prior to the re-approval of the Plan by
the Natural Resources
Board. Sadly, we need
to continue addressing
our concerns through
legal channels by
appealing the recent
decision.
By the end of the year,
we will have updated
and expanded our
award-winning documentary, “Restoring
the Sauk Prairie,”

and reproduced it
onto DVDs for free
distribution to schools,
libraries and historical
societies. We don’t
want our communities
to forget the amazing
process of transforming the Badger Army
Plant into a public
green space!
We’re introducing
something new—
and exciting—to our
membership: an
excursion to the
Yucatan Peninsula
of Mexico to explore
the rich cultural and
natural treasures of
that fascinating land-

scape. You may ask,
what does this have
to do with the Sauk
Prairie area? We will
be visiting sites where
community-based
conservation efforts
have had positive and
long-lasting positive
impacts on the preservation of important
natural and cultural
sites, just like at Badger! Join me on this
fantastic experience
next October. You can
register online or find
a registration form on
our website: www.
SaukPrairieVision.org.
Limited space. Sign up
early!
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Natural Resources Board
Allows Motorcycles and
Helicopters at Badger…
Despite three years of litigation on the inappropriate activities included in the DNR’s Master Plan
for the Sauk Prairie Recreation Area at Badger, the
same identical master plan approved in December
2016 was re-approved by the Natural Resources
Board (NRB) on October 22. This decision means
that high-impact activities like off-road (dual sport)
motorcycle events, military helicopter training and
unspecified (potentially impactful) “special events”
involving large numbers of people can continue at
Badger, even during the sensitive grassland bird
breeding season from April through July.
The Alliance had hoped that DNR would suggest
modifications to the Plan that acknowledged how
important it is to eliminate events and recreational
activities that might have significant negative impacts on grassland birds and on visitor experiences
at Badger. Had DNR done so, we would have supported a modified Plan presented to the NRB, but
those modifications were never proposed. So, Alliance members and citizens at large wrote comments
to and shared testimony with the NRB at its October
meeting. Of 42 written comments, the vast majority
were opposed to high impact activities and urged
the Board to modify or reject the Plan. Similarly, 9 of
13 oral comments at the meeting asked the Board to
reject high impact activities. Despite an overwhelming public outcry, the Board approved the unchanged
Plan unanimously.

Illegal ATV tracks cross the rare and delicate Hillside
Prairie on state land at Badger. This is the only remnant
prairie relict on the entire Badger property.
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Wisconsin Army National Guard helicopter training over
state land at Badger. The helicopters, training an average
of 8-10 hours/week, are allowed to fly as low as 25 feet
above the ground.

Again

A particularly poignant testimony was offered by
Paul Anthony, Jr., in absentia, by the author’s father Paul. Here is an excerpt:
My name is Lance
Corporal Paul Anthony Jr. Sauk Prairie
has been my home
for over a decade,
although now I have
been away from
home for over two
years. Currently I am
serving in the United
States Marine Corps.

with heavily treaded tires, resulting in
devastating impacts
on the ecosystem.
Motorcycles will not
only affect air quality, but noise levels,
negatively impacting
the grassland birds
that make Badger so
unique.

In my Sophomore
year, I began volunteering for the Sauk
Prairie Conservation
Alliance, working
alongside my father helping restore
a small portion of
Badger to its original
state. I am opposed
to using Badger lands
for environmentally
high impact uses.

Being assigned to
a Marine Corps Air
Station I have significant experience with
military helicopter
training. To say that
these aircraft are
noisy is an understatement. The direct
impact on visitor experience speaks for
itself; relaxing nature
walks interrupted by
deafening propeller
roar. Helicopters
will kick up dust at
a more severe level
than off road motorcycles….
I understand the
appeal some of these
proposed uses may
have for members of
my generation. How-

As vice president
of the Cherry Point
Motorcycle Club
and an avid rider,
I know the impact
motorcycles have
on the environment.
Off road motorcycles gain traction by
digging into the soil

ever, I believe the
overriding concern
of today’s youth is
to conserve what is
left of our planet and
secure a future for
our generation and
many generations to
come.
Perhaps most importantly, the idea
of using portions of
Badger for these and
other high impact
uses is contrary to
agreements made
by the Wisconsin
DNR. Growing up I
was taught to stand
by my word and to
never deviate from
the responsibilities
one has when making a promise. Since
joining the Marine
Corps those values
have become standing orders. I ask the
Board to do likewise,
remain true to the
original promise, and
consider the longterm effects of these
high impact uses.
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Alliance Calendar
“We Are Sauk Prairie”
Program Series
Thursdays at 6:30pm. Ruth Culver
Community Library, Prairie du Sac.
Free to the public.
12 December

20 February

Executive Director,
Kickapoo Valley Reserve.

contemporary writings
(essays, book excerpts,
poetry) from and about
the Sauk Prairie area
will be shared by local
authors and readers.

How the Kickapoo
Valley Reserve Came to
Be by Marcy West,

16 January

Groundwater Flow &
Modeling Contamination at Badger by Dr.

Randy Hunt, Chief Science Officer, Research
Hydrologist (Geology),
US Geological Survey
Upper Midwest Water
Science Center.

Readings From and
About the Sauk Prairie
Area Select historic and
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Ways to Support the Alliance
• Be certain your membership is current!
• Make a special donation in honor or in memory of someone
you care for
• Over 70 ½ years of age? You can make a direct tax-free donation to the Alliance from an IRA account!
• Include the Alliance in your estate plan
• Name the Alliance as a beneficiary to a life insurance policy
• Live in the Sauk City area? Consider volunteering for us!
the Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance’s vision
Yes, Itosupport
create a conservation future for the former 7,400-acre
Badger lands! My contribution is enclosed.
You may also gift online at saukprairievision.org.

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Email

Phone

Giving Categories:
$25
$50

Please send me a poster

$100

I would like a limited edition,
signed & numbered print

$200
$500
$1,000
Other______________________

