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The Sauk Prairie Conservation Alliance
Creating a Conservation Future for the Badger Lands

Restoring a
Prairie Corridor
at Badger

Sometime in 2019, our colleague Dr.
Alison Duff, Ecologist with Dairy Forage Research Center (DFRC), indicated that she was going to focus time
and resources this year on restoring
prairie and warm season grasses in
the “no-man’s land” area adjacent
to the Great Sauk Trail that courses
through Dairy Forage land. The Great
Sauk Trail, completed in late 2018, is a
success story at Badger. Late in 2019,
ten handsome interpretive signs were
installed along the Trail at Badger.
Arguably more visitors now experience Badger Lands from a bicycle
than from a car window! »»»
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Restoring a Prairie Corridor at Badger continued.
What began as a great idea for DFRC lands has been
embraced by the other Badger landowners—the Ho-Chunk
Nation and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
Now, all three landowners are working together with a
commitment to restore high quality prairie along the 5-mile
stretch of Trail through Badger. And the Alliance has
pledged to help with this ambitious effort. The Trail runs
through a variety of landscapes and soil types, allowing for
a rich and diverse native flora to be restored. Our goal is
to re-create such a remarkable corridor that, once entering
the Badger lands on the Trail, a visitor will be surrounded by
lush prairie wildflowers and grasses, alive with grassland
birds and diverse pollinators.

Both DNR and the Ho-Chunk Nation have modest funds
to work on the corridor this season. The Alliance secured
a small grant from Sauk County this spring to facilitate the
restoration planning effort across all properties, thereby
assuring consistency and collaboration with this project.
We’ll use our grant not only for preparation of a plan, but
also for some early site preparation and seed collecting.
Furthermore, we’re planning additional restoration work
days that will focus on the Prairie Corridor at Badger. Check
our website for updates.
PHOTO: Aerial image of bikers on the Great Sauk Trail through the
Badger Lands.
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2019: Year in Review
The Alliance Board of Directors dubbed 2019 our
“Year of Outreach,” and wow, what a year we
had! Last year surpassed all previous years in
regard to our public outreach effort.
Here are some statistics for the year:
We conducted 29 tours for almost 500 people!

TOP: Alliance volunteers
following a successful
work day at Badger pulling
invasive weeds from the
Hillside Prairie
RIGHT: Volunteers collecting prairie seeds along
Hwy 12 “Kindschi” Prairie
BOTTOM: Dr. Alison
Duff (from Dairy Forage
Reserach Center 2nd from
left) joins an Alliance tour
to share her perspectives
on land management at
Badger.

•

We contributed over 750 volunteer hours in
support of conservation at Badger, including
volunteer restoration days, planning interpretive signs, offering public education and
preserving the historic Badger apples.

•

We gave 31 public presentations, many
that included showing one or both of our
award-winning video documentaries, to a
total of 730 people.

•

We hosted 9 “We Are Sauk Prairie” programs during the year; 515 folks attended
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AS THE SNOW MELTS AND THE GROWING
SEASON COMES ON, the Alliance is ready
to take its next steps in conserving the
historic apple trees of the Badger Lands.
We will again host workshops on apple tree
pruning and grafting, on March 27 and 28
respectively (see calendar elsewhere for
details). This will be the fourth year we graft
apples. Our apple tree nursery now holds
284 grafted trees, representing seventy-five
source trees—about half of the total number
of historic trees found at Badger.
About sixty “graftees” from the original
Class of 2017 have survived, and after three
growing seasons are ready for transplanting
to permanent homes. Plans to develop an
orchard at Badger have not advanced, so we
will be dispersing them to interested hosts.
We are especially interested in sharing these
trees with descendants of the farm families
removed from the Badgerlands in 1942. We
have also had a great deal of interest from
others in the community, including the new
Sauk City Library, the Sauk Prairie Hospital,
and a heritage apple orchard being developed in Dane County.”
Meanwhile, we will continue to work with
the landowners to locate and map the remaining historic trees on the Badger Lands,
and to keep an eye on them as land restoration work continues. This year also provides a special opportunity to highlight the
apple project. The Reedsburg-based Wormfarm Institute is planning its biennial “Farm
Art DTour.” This year, the route will be in
southern Sauk County and is likely to include
a stop at Badger. This will offer thousands
of visitors an opportunity to learn about the
apple project and all the other ongoing land
restoration work on the Sauk Prairie!
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Next Steps
for the
Badger Apple
Corps
by Curt Meine

ABOVE: Successfully grafted apple trees in apple nursery on Dairy Forage land.
Numbers reference a tree number; the name is tied to the original property owner
where that tree was found.
BELOW: The 2019 apple pruning workshop at Badger (lower left) and grafting
workshop at Park Hall, Sauk City (lower right)
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A Personal Ode to Dave
By Mike Mossman
DAVE TREMBLE WAS A DEAR FRIEND AND GENTLE HERO. As a county planner he directed the

countywide land use plan, the Badger Reuse
Committee and the Baraboo Range Protection
Program. I worked on these projects as a citizen. There were difficult and complex issues to
navigate, characterized by deeply-held feelings
and assumptions, which were diverse and often
seemingly at odds. Public and working-group
meetings were challenging and frequently uncomfortable. Success depended on us building
trust in the planning process, and among each
other. Always, so much was at stake.

The family has requested
that any memorial gifts be
sent to the Alliance. Prior
to his death, Dave had
requested that friends give
blood in his memory, as he
required many transfusions
during his long illness. As
a special incentive, the Alliance is offering a free copy
of our new DVD to the first
30 individuals who give
blood in Dave’s memory
and let us know of their
blood donation.

Charlie’s
Corner
By Charlie Luthin,
Executive Director

Thank God for Dave. He was a true leader who
made it work, directing us through the necessary
steps, ensuring that all views were represented,
that we listened to each other, and that we kept
our eye on the prize: vibrant communities and
a land that would sustain them, long into the
future. He amazed me with his ability to comprehend, to help us focus, and to deal productively
and fairly with arguments and complications that
ran the gamut from essential to petty. He was a
model that many of us aspire to. I’ll never attain
his sort of presence, wisdom and calm demeanor as a public servant, but the attempt makes me
a happier and, I hope, a better person.
Dave, you were a wonder. Thanks for guiding our
energies into positive, respectful ways, so as not
to compromise our causes. I think of you when I
drive a section of road where the forest or farmland is not carved into houseyards. My memory
of your calm, Missouri drawl with its Jesuit soul
reassures me when I fear for the future or when
I am at a public meeting and feel my neck-veins
bulging. You live on in us and in the land we love.

With a new year
comes a new focus.
We’ll naturally continue to expand our
outreach efforts based
on our very successful
outreach in 2019. We
already have a number
of tours and presentations lined up for this
year. Our 2020 focus
is prairie restoration,
and we are excited
to be assisting the
three primary landowners—Department

of Natural Resources,
Ho-Chunk Nation and
Dairy Forage Research
Center—with an
innovative restoration
project that engages
each property owner:
the “Prairie Corridor”
along the 5-mile portion of the Great Sauk
Trail running through
the Badger Lands.
This effort feeds to our
strength in ecological
restoration, something
we have been under-

taking at Badger since
the late 1990s.
We will continue to
conduct our monthly
volunteer restoration
days this year, and
our “Badger Apple
Corps” project is alive
and well! Elsewhere
in this newsletter you
can find our spring calendar and read about
the apple project.
Please join us for our
last three “We Are

Sauk Prairie” lecture
series this spring.
We are assisting
Wormfarm Institute
in Reedsburg with its
very popular Farm/
ArtDTour in September for a section that
will likely pass through
Badger. We’ll keep
you informed as plans
evolve. And, don’t
forget to look into our
fantastic excursion to
Mexico in December!
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New (Version 2) “Restoring the
Sauk Prairie” film completed

Kristin White Eagle, legislator for the Ho-Chunk Nation,
is interviewed along the
Great Sauk Trail by Drop
Frame team Jeff Elsoffer
(left) and Kurt Wenger
(right)

The Alliance is pleased to announce that its
long-awaited revised video documentary, “Restoring the Sauk Prairie: A Story of Hope and
Healing,” is now completed and is available for
viewing—or showing! During 2019, with private
donations and a grant from the Sauk County UW
Extension, Arts and Culture Committee and the
Wisconsin Arts Board, we conducted four new
interviews, including with Kristin WhiteEagle (HoChunk Nation), Marty Krueger (Great Sauk Trail
Commission), Jeff Wright (Friends of the Great
Sauk Trail) and former Governor Tommy Thompson! Our goal was to include additional information about and images of the 5-mile portion of the
Great Sauk State Trail through Badger that was
completed at the end of 2018.
The original documentary was completed in May
2018 to commemorate the Alliance’s 20-year anniversary. We are pleased to share the statistics
on viewings of the video:
•

The Alliance has showed the video to 27
groups for a total of almost 1,000 viewers;

•

The video on YouTube was viewed over 900
times;

•

Through Facebook, an additional 2900 views
were documented;

Total viewings number over 4,800!

The new documentary includes 18 interviews
and weighs in at 30 minutes. It has been reproduced onto DVDs and is housed in a handsome
case and includes an informational insert. The
DVDs are being distributed free of charge to
libraries, schools and historical societies throughout the region. The DVD will be available to
members of the Alliance at some point soon.
We’ll keep you posted!
Our premier showing of the revised video was
on February 23rd at Brix Cider in Mount Horeb.
You can view the video on our website: www.
SaukPrairieVision.org. If you are a member of
a group that would like a showing of the video,
please contact our office: info@SaukPrairieVision.
org or call 608.358.7120.

7

SPRING 2020 											

Meet the new property manager for
the Sauk Prairie State Recreation Area

MICHAEL DEGENHARDT

Michael, who hails
from Dodgeville, has
worked for the State of
Wisconsin since 1991.
Earlier in his career, he
worked for forestry,
fisheries, and wildlife
bureaus, doing surveys, fire control, invasive species management and timber stand
improvements. His
extensive experience
managing park operations, maintenance,
finances, law enforcement, and personnel
made him an excellent
candidate for the park
manager position at
Sauk Prairie State
Recreation Area, a role
he has been serving

in for several months.
His hobbies include
woodworking, hiking,
fishing, camping, cross
country skiing, and
deer hunting with a
homemade self-bow.
When life allows, he
also enjoys escaping to
a family cabin with his
wife and daughter.
The manager position
at the property has
been empty for over
a year when Jonah
Moline left the state
for another position.
The Alliance welcomes
Michael to the position and we wish him
success in this new
endeavor.

Join us in Mexico!
The Alliance, working with Holbrook Travel in
Florida, has developed a custom excursion for
Alliance members, friends and family members to the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico
from December 5-13. This special
region offers tropical forests, mangrove swamps, coastal lagoons
with flamingoes, and a rich diversity of Maya ruins.

We’ll visit diverse landscapes, ecosystems
and cultural sites.
We’ll have a bi-lingual professional guide.
Charlie Luthin, the Alliance’s director,
will accompany the tour and share
his experiences working on
conservation projects in the area.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO:
holbrook.travel/saukprairie-mx20 or
contact Stefanie Plein at stefanie@holbrooktravel.com or 877.910.6548.
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Spring Calendar
Thursday, March 19

Bring a lunch if you’ll
stay through mid-day.

“We Are Sauk Prairie”
program, “Conservation
Conversations” 6:30pm, Saturday, 28
Apple tree grafting
Ruth Culver Community
Library, Prairie du Sac. A workshop 1:00-4:00

Thursday, April 16

Thursday, May 21

Ticks and Tick-borne
Diseases in SouthCentral Wisconsin

Habitat Management at
the Sauk Prairie State
Recreation Area

WE ARE SAUK
PRAIRIE Program

panel of area conservationists will discuss the
concerns and impacts
of climate change on
our natural resources
and share opportunities
for managing those
resources.

pm at Park Hall, 307
Polk Street in Sauk City.
We will have all the
tools and materials for
grafting available. But if
you are an experienced
grafter, you can bring
along your favorite tools.

Friday, March 27

Saturday, April 11

Saturday, May 9

9am to 12pm, Badger.
Meet at the museum
parking lot at the Hwy
12 entrance to Badger.
We’ll carpool to the
work site.

9am to 12pm, Badger.
Meet at the museum
parking lot at the Hwy
12 entrance to Badger.
We’ll carpool to the
work site.

Wild apple tree pruning
workshop 10:00am to

3:00pm. Please meet at
the Museum parking lot
at the entrance to the
Badger lands and we’ll
carpool to our work site.
We will have pruning
tools available, but
bring along a hand saw,
pruning shears and/
or loppers if you wish.

Volunteer Work Day

by Dr. Susan Paskewitz,
Professor and Department Chair, Dept of
Entomology, University
of Wisconsin-Madison.
6:30pm, Ruth Culver
Community Library,
Prairie du Sac.

Volunteer Work Day

WE ARE SAUK
PRAIRIE Program
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Membership
expiring?
Not a member yet,
but like what
you see?

by Nancy Frost, Wildlife
Biologist, Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources. 6:30pm,
Ruth Culver Community
Library, Prairie du Sac.

Saturday, June 13

Volunteer Work Day

9am to 12pm, Badger.
Meet at the museum
parking lot at the Hwy
12 entrance to Badger.
We’ll carpool to the
work site.

Make a donation or
JOIN the ALLIANCE online at

saukprairievision.org

